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AGENDA 
annual meeting 

March 10, 2024 

11:35 am Call to Order  Jackie Rugani, President  
 Opening Prayer  Pastor Jonathan Eilert 
 Approval of 2023 Annual Meeting Minutes Jackie Rugani, President 
 
11:40 am Constitutional Revision Approval (found online) Jackie Rugani, President 
 
11:50 am Church Council Slate Approval  Pat Baker,  
 Nominating Committee & Vote  Nominating Committee Chair 
 POP Kids School Board & Endowment Committee 
 
Noon Ministry Review  Lynn Mangan, Vice President 
    Mary Ellen Helms 
   
12:10 pm  Youth & Family Mission Pastor Call Committee Pastor Jonathan 
 
12:20 pm  Financial Report & Budget Approval  Tim Cilley, Treasurer 
 
12:30 pm Endowment Committee Report  Art Jarvis,  
    Endowment Committee Chair 
 
12:20 pm  Rob Koch Servant Leader Award  Pastor Michelle Terry  
    Jennifer Evans, Mike Wood 
 
12:50 pm  Recognition of Current and Outgoing Council Lynn Mangan, Vice President 
  
1:00 pm Closing Prayer   Pastor Michelle Terry 
 Adjournment  Jackie Rugani, President 

popluther.org/annual-meeting 



Dear Prince of Peace community, 

I was recently talking to a couple preparing to join the congregation on a tour around our building and I 

found myself again in awe of the ways that this congregation has grown and flourished over the last sixty 

years. From the bold visionary leadership that built a little mission church in the middle of a field on South 

Lebanon Road to more than a thousand people that now call Prince of Peace their primary place of 

worship and service, this congregation has continued to grow and evolve to meet the challenges before it. 

This may never be truer than today.  

There is so much energy and enthusiasm around our mission and vision that includes all people and seeks 

to put humble service of others at the forefront of what we do and who we are. We do this with a firm faith 

in a God who is making all things new through the death and resurrection of Jesus, who leads and inspires 

us to continue to grow in faith and understanding of the needs of the world around us. Yet this is all 

happening in a culture that is increasingly more divided than united, and in a religious landscape that is 

marked by these same divisions. Many congregations are suffering from deep numerical losses of 

membership due to a cultural backlash grounded in a narrative of judgementalism about Christianity in 

general, and at the same time other congregations are fueling this narrative through very narrow 

interpretations about what it means to follow Jesus that attracts some but repels many others.  

God has blessed us with a thriving congregation poised to meet the challenges of these times. In the 

coming year, I pray that we can continue to build on what we have done throughout this past year and 

throughout our entire history. This is a place where all are welcome to share their gifts and passions for 

serving others, and to find meaningful relationships through which they can grow in faith and discipleship.  

In this report you will find the fruits of our dedication to our mission and vision, and I pray that the 

successes of this last year will inspire you to dream yet more dreams about how we can serve our 

community and world in the coming year.  

Thank you for another amazing year of living and loving like Jesus together. From the gift of my sabbatical 

to the calling yet another outstanding associate pastor in Michelle, to the continued growth of new 

ministries like the Community Garden, to long-standing ministries like Stephen Ministry that have thrived 

for decades, there is so much to give thanks for again this year. God’s love is alive in the place, and I could 

not be more excited to see what the Holy Spirit has in store for us as we continue 

in mission together.  

In Christ,   

 

 

Pastor Jonathan  

PASTOR’S LETTER 



2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 



2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES continued 



2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES continued 



2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES continued 



2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES continued 



2023 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 





The nominating committee moves to ratify the following Congregation Council members 
to serve Prince of Peace Lutheran Church until the next Annual Meeting: 

Pat Baker, Chair 

Dan Mueller 

Carrie Tuli  

At Large 
Members 

NOMINATING committee 

Jackie Rugani  
President 

Officers 

Lisa Kellar  
Lisa will continue  
to serve in the  
non-elected 
position of 
Recording 
Secretary. 

Lynn Mangan 
Vice President 

Tim Cilley 
Secretary 
and Treasurer 

Josh Amstutz  

Dana Richardson* 

(* indicates new member this year) 



The Nominating Committee moves the approval of the following two 
slates for the POP Kids Board and the Endowment Fund Committee: 

Doug Bender - President  
Sarah Frick - Treasurer 

Sara Riebesel - Recording Secretary 
Pastor Jonathan Eilert  

Adam Kressler 
Tara Dupps* 

Michelle Miller* 
Kara Lolli - Teacher Representative 

 

*Indicates new member 

POP Kids Board 

Committee members serve staggered terms so there is continuity in service. 

Jackie Rugani (Council President), Pastor Jonathan, and JoEllen Owens also serve 

as Ex-officio members of the committee.   
 

Members serve through: 
2027 Pat McWhirter and Joe Fondacaro 
2026 Joel Petersen 
2025 Art Jarvis, Chairperson 
          Larry Donner, Secretary 

Endowment Fund 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE ELECTION 
 

The members of this year’s Nominating Committee (Pat Baker, Dana Richardson, Nancy Ehas, Stephanie Vock, 

Mary Ellen Helms and Pastor Jonathan Eilert) developed the slate of church council candidates and recommend 

the below nominee for next year’s Nominating Committee. At this 2024 Annual Meeting, voting members are to 

elect either the candidate below or a candidate nominated from the floor to the Nominating Committee. The new 

candidate will serve a 3-year term. Pat Baker has completed her term. Continuing members of the committee for 

next year include those named above, one outgoing member of Council appointed by the president (to be 

determined in December), and the member elected at today’s meeting.  

THE NOMINEE: Eric Green  
Eric has been a member of Prince of Peace for 19 years. Over the years, he has 

served as an accompanist for Joyful Noise and a member of Bells of Peace. He has 

served on the church council and been a part of various committees. Eric is married 

to Leslie, and they have two daughters, Mallory (a high school junior) and Leah (a 

7th grader). Eric enjoys working as an IT Director in Supply Chain Logistics for 

Procter & Gamble. 







In the past year, our community has seen a lot of change and yet we remain vibrant and committed to our 

mission and vision. Our congregation has a lot to be grateful for over the past year. 

During this past year of ministry, we have... 

• formed a call committee, interviewed candidates, and called a new pastor 

• stayed connected and steadfast under lay and intern leadership during the first half of Pastor 

Jonathan’s sabbatical 

• welcomed the Terry family into our ministry and helped onboard Pastor Michelle 

• deepened our Sabbath connections and understanding 

• welcomed back the Eilert family from their Sabbatical Adventures thanks to the generous and 

prestigious Lilly Grant awarded to Pastor Jonathan  

• Given thanks for the 1+ year marker for newer ministries like the Community Garden, reinvigoration 

of women’s ministry, Refugee Resettlement Team, and more 

• Maintained many longstanding ministries that have been important part of our fabric for many years 

• Given thanks and sent Pastor Hannah off with our blessings for her last semester at Wartburg 

Seminary 

• Celebrated a vibrant music ministry with multiple ringing, singing, and instrumental groups whose 

gifts enrich our worship experience 

• Built a team of parents, pastors, and young adults to fill the gap in our youth ministry team as we 

discern what’s next 

Looking forward to the next years of ministry, ask God to help and guide us as we 

live and love like Jesus and build a world restored with grace and peace. 
 

Mission: to live & love like Jesus 

Vision: building a world restored with grace & peace 
 

 

As the community of Prince of Peace, we are committed to building a culture where…   
 

Love & Life Win  God has defeated the powers of sin and death through the resurrection of Jesus.       

Our world is filled with hope when we embody and share the Good News!     

All Means All God offers the gifts of the Spirit freely to all. Our community is enriched when 

acceptance, grace and dignity are extended for every human life.    

Generosity is Contagious  God generously gives to us, so we share our whole selves with each other. 

Our lives are transformed when we see the world through the lens of God’s abundance.   

  

As the community of Prince of Peace, we are committed to helping people…   
 

Grow in Faith Faith is a dynamic force in our lives. As disciples of Jesus, we are invited and challenged 

to grow and change as we embrace our identity as children of God.    

Connect in Community Authentic relationships are the heart of Christian community. We help people 

cultivate connections with others for every stage of life.    

Serve the World  Faith in Jesus calls us to live as servants of all. We actively seek ways to love and serve 

our neighbors, our community, and the world.   





BUDGET 
april 2024 - march 2025 proposal 



BUDGET 
2023 calendar year balances 



2023 CALENDAR YEAR 
BENEVOLENCE 

Over $167,500 was shared with our Global, 
Regional, and Local Mission Partners last year! 

This number does not include in-kind gifts. 

Regional Mission  
Regular Synod Benevolence  44,250.00 
Camps - HopeWood Outdoors (LOMO)    4264.87 
Jacob's Porch       1281.22 
Youth Gathering Service Project     1012.00 
                  50,808.09 

Local Mission    

Discretionary Fund   16,318.84 
Edge House (c/o Good Shepherd)     1033.84 
Found House IHN        500.00 
LIFE     11,528.90 
Camperships                          1000.00 
POP Kids School       3000.00 
Resettlement       7100.00 
Resurrection Project - Tikkun     7500.00 
Scholarships       3925.00 
Tikkun Farm       1440.00 
VEIL        4516.00 
     57,862.58 

Global Mission 
A Child’s Hope International      5000.00 
Advent Mission Project - laser printer     8095.00 
Disaster Response         580.00 
Haitian Timoun Foundation  27,057.00 
HTF Summer Camp       3679.00 
Lutheran World Relief                                       586.00 
Missionary        1000.00 
Resurrection Project - HTF  13,430.00 
World Hunger          410.00 
     59,837.00 



ENDOWMENT FUND  
January - December 2023 REPORT 

Fund Update: 
The total fund value as of December 31, 2023 was $73,251.36. 
 

In 2023, due to the financial market conditions, no endowment grants were distributed. Moving forward, the change in 
the Endowment Fund Bylaws, that were approved at the Prince of Peace March 12, 2023 annual meeting, the 
Endowment Team will distribute 4% of the 5-year rolling average of the Endowment Fund balance, defined by the 
account balance as of December 31 of the previous year.  The 5-year moving average of the Endowment Fund, as of 
December 31, 2023, is $51,839.99.  4% of $51,839.99 equals $2,073.60.  The team agreed to round the total to the 
nearest $100, providing $2,100 funds available for grants in 2024.  
 

2024 Grants Awarded:   

$500.00 - Community Garden Team – The recipe project will supplement the POP Garden by providing recipes for 
LIFE clients.  The recipes will use the vegetables grown in the POP Garden.  The POP Community Garden is a mission 
where intergenerational relations are nurtured, and community development and outreach have been created.  We 
thank Sheryl Melvin and the entire team for planting seeds of many kinds through gardening.        
  

$1,600.00 – POP Kids School - to assist with project Protect the Children!  The grant will be used to purchase and 
install gates that will prevent cars from using the church parking lot driveway as a bypass of intersection W. Loveland 
Ave and Lebanon Rd.  

  

I will be ending my term as Chairperson one year early due to our move to North Carolina. Art Jarvis has agreed to step 
into the role of Chairperson to complete the term.    
  

The Endowment Team will begin to develop a communication plan in Q2 2024 to help inform and inspire congregation 
members.  By informing members of the ministries it has supported through grant distribution, we hope to convey the 
importance of the role of the endowment fund to sustain Prince of Peace ministry long-term.  
 

Thank you for your unwavering support as we continue to further proclaim the gospel and ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
  

Danette Miller  
Prince of Peace Endowment Fund Team Chairperson  

Portfolio Value on 12-31-22  $57,901.34  

Contributions    $6,500.00 

Withdrawals    ($0)  

Interest & Dividends    $2,698.50  

Portfolio Value on 12-31-2023  $73,251.36  

IRR for 1.0 Year    14.34%  

Prince of Peace Endowment Fund 
2023 Yearly Performance 

From December 31, 2022 to December 31, 2023   



March 2023 - February 2024 
PASTORAL ACTS 

Maria Cook 

Sharon Francis* 

Jim Gronberg* 

Doug Simpson* 

Sylvia Sterling* 

Joanne Swanson 

Lucy Conklin 

Simon DeMatteo 

Eleanor Dooley 

Rosemary Faber 

Claire Graf 

Connor Graf 

Baylea Hendren 

Charlie Keck 

Leah Melvin 

Adeline Petersen 

Maddox Sanner 

Elizabeth Sheehy 

Elijah Stout 

Alice Terry 

Jaxin Thompson 

Greyson Ann Heath 

Andrew Keck 

Brooke Obringer 

Grant Obringer 

Adelaide Weimer 

Kenny Wilde baptisms 

first communions 

Taigan Drohan 

Isabela Fronk 

Seth Gallagher 

Luke Hampton 

Heidi Layton 

Jack Myers 

Jonah Schmidt 

Natalie Waple 

confirmations 

McKenzie Miller & Billy Chanatry* 

Maddy Horan & Will Clevidence* 

Rebecca Melvin & Robert Taylor* 

weddings 

funerals 

MEMBERSHIP statistics 
  1138 

    +72 

   -140 

  1070 

Membership total as of December 31, 2022: 

New Members Received in 2023: 

Members Removed in 2023: 

Membership total as of December 31, 2023: 

*Service held elsewhere 





Live & love like Jesus.


